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31 January 1946 

TO: Ur* Emerson Bigelow 

FROM: Douglaa Orange rs 

SUBJECT: Allegad Soviet Attempt to Purchase American Surplus Stocks 



The following is an unprocasaad copy of our report Ho* F-5844, 
which, is being sent to you in the belief that it will bo of 
interest: 



“The following report 9 frcm a conservative French industrial- 
ist source, la submitted despite its general vasuenesa* for 
whatever use it may have in offering leads or supplying 
che oka . 

°1* The United States ha a demanded payment in dollars for tho 
purchase of surplus atocko* As Switzerland ia the only 
country in Europe with large quantities of dollars to dlapoao 
of, various countries are negotiating with her for the purchaa© 
of American materiel; the Swiss to pay in doll ora and the 
other countries to reimburse them in their own currency. On® 
of the clauses for the purchase of American material states 
specifically 'that it cannot be resold. Thia prohibition hits 
Russia particularly. The latter ia trying, tfcuwgh the 
intermediary of Central European countries, to buy American 
stocks* Sho will pay in gold, which will be deposited to the - 
credit of Swiss bankers, sho will then give dollars for the 
realization of these purchases* From all sides ocma reports 
of negotiations in process* Several names of individuals 
have bean imported in this connection, but with no precia® 
indications of the part they play* Briefly th® situation ia: 

a. Tho purchasing agont for tho USSR h&a arrived ia Barno 
with tha> Hungarian Economic IHsaion. 

b* H« haa End® contact with Franconi, a Svias export of 
Saursr Transport* 

ir . t *. •j' •. , 

o. ' of tha Hotel daa Borgues, is also follcsrimg the 

situation closely. H& ®orha through, tha iatoraa diary of 
-a-JIungariJm living ia Scopissa ia. tte. HoQ©1 

manner CONTROL v ; 
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St* Oatard* 0 ,yv>‘ 

d* Bollon haa appointed Z^iLa^Rago* ft banker on tho Rue 
. N du Beldar* to follow up tha n&ttar fron tho french 

'"\ and, 

a* * X* FLA -75 *22* la Pcrla* v2 Rue de In Saufct® 

d * Gr at Auborvil liars* 1 a also interacted In tha mat tor 
In Franco* !Ua contact with Switzerland Id through 
Chaaaot* a lawyer living in Lausanne* former chiar of 
Samgaron* ■ ** 



Bolian is alao probably following tha matter through 
Hloh olaa Cagan and Pliilippo Deuba t. 



« 2 * All information concerning Bolian ia interesting for tha 
following re a cons : Ho gambled againat tho franc j ho 1® 

probably tha intormsdiarr for O^roaa f inane i era ; he ia 
cultivating all the English contacts he can in order to have 
hiaiaolf taken off tha black Hat* Ono should not be lad 
astray by the fact that ha ia on good torxs with officials 
of tha American Legation and with Von Storgcr* Swiss 
TUnlstox* of Police and Justices 



Data of Reports 10 January 194G 
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-■31 January 1946 



oo : Mr* Gardiner 3* Platt* ECOHIC 
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